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Photo Caption: Margaret MacDiarmid, Parliamentary Secretary for Seniors to the Minister of
Health, visits with constituents at the Alzheimer Society of B.C. provincial office in Vancouver
during BC Seniors Week. (A high-resolution file is available for print upon request.)

“Families First” includes seniors

Vancouver, B.C. — Within one generation baby boomers will almost double the population of
seniors in British Columbia. MLA Dr. Margaret MacDiarmid, Parliamentary Secretary for Seniors
to the Minister of Health, was recently in the community spreading the message that Premier
Christy Clark’s families first agenda includes seniors who are grandparents, parents, aunts, and
uncles in B.C. families.

“It is imperative that all levels of government, as well as, agencies, community organizations,
the business sector and individuals work together to support our seniors today and establish a
framework for action to support our aging population,” said MLA Dr. Margaret MacDiarmid.



The aging population will result in a significant demographic shift that has implications for health
care, but also critical caregiving provided by family members.

The impact of this pending reality is no more urgent than among families who are already on the
dementia journey or are concerned about a family history of the disease.

As age is still the greatest known risk factor for Alzheimer’s disease, the Alzheimer Society of
B.C. is working with the Province to help turn the rising tide of dementia. The BC Ministry of
Health provided the Society with funds to deliver the First Link® program in each of the health
authorities across British Columbia, which connects newly diagnosed individuals and their
families to the Society and includes proactive follow-up.

“We are already hearing from families in those communities what a positive impact First Link®
has made to their experience on the dementia journey,” said Jean Blake, CEO, Alzheimer
Society of B.C. “It is our hope that anyone in British Columbia who needs information,
education, and support on the dementia journey could benefit from a timely connection with us
and our partnership with family physicians and health care professionals.”
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Media Contacts

Thomas Marshall, Communication Officer

B.C. Government Caucus

Phone: 250-387-8589
E-mail: Thomas.marshall@leg.bc.ca

Ruby Ng, Director, Marketing & Communications
Alzheimer Society of B.C.

Phone: 604-742-4919

Cell: 604-828-9516

E-mail: rng@alzheimerbc.org
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ALZHEIMER SOCIETY OF B.C.
#300 — 828 West 8th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 1E2
TEL: 604-681-6530 FAX: 604-669-6907 TOLL FREE: 1-800-667-3742
WEBSITE: www.alzheimerbc.org E-MAIL: info@alzheimerbc.org
CHARITABLE REGISTRATION BN #11878 4891 RR0001



mailto:Thomas.marshall@leg.bc.ca�
mailto:rng@alzheimerbc.org�
http://www.alzheimerbc.org/�
mailto:info@alzheimerbc.org�

